
For his penetrating scholarship 
and theoretical ingenuity in Cl-
assical Chinese prose and poetry, 
especially Tang poetry and its 
translation.

For his mastery and depth of 
insight in Chinese social-econo-
mic history achieved through his 
original theoretical lens that 
fuses the distinctive fortes of 
Chinese, Japanese, and West-
ern scholarship.

Stephen Owen
( U S A )

Yoshinobu Shiba
( Japan )

2018

2014

2016 William Theodore de Bary ( U S A )

For his pioneering contributions in Confu-
cian studies. In his remarkable academic 
career spanning over seven decades, he 
has written and edited over 30 books with 
many of them making ground-breaking 
contributions that provide both enlight-
ening insight and honest critique into 
Confucianism. Recognized for establish-
ing the field of Neo-Confucianism in the 
West, Professor de Bary is indeed a leading 
authority in the field of Sinology.

For his mastery of and insight into Chinese 
intellectual, political, and cultural history 
with an emphasis on his profound research 
into the history of public intellectuals in 
China. He has reinterpreted the tradition 
of thought in China and revived the impor-
tance of intellectual history by shedding 
new light on the value, richness, and current 
significance of Chinese culture.

Yu Ying-Shih ( U S A )



2022

2024

For her powerful advocacy on behalf of the most disadvantaged in different spheres, 
including gender equality, poverty alleviation, human rights, and climate justice. Her 
passionate endeavors demonstrated an effective combination of legal acumen and practi-
cal solutions. From the national to the global stage, legal and political, she innovavely 
transformed and expanded the various positions in which she served, to strengthen the 
rule of law.

For her pioneering contributions to comparative constitutional law, and in particular her 
work on constitution-building in the Asia-Pacific region, by applying her scholarship to 
inspire and advise constitution-making exercises, often under challenging circumstances, 
and by consistently broadening the boundaries of comparative constitutional law scholar-
ship through active engagement, dialogue and collaboration with scholars and political 
actors at home and abroad.

Mary Robinson
( Ireland)

Cheryl Saunders
( Australia)

Bangladesh 
Environmental

Lawyers Association

The Legal 
Agenda

Dejusticia: 
The Center for Law,
Justice and Society

2020

( Bangladesh) ( Colombia)
( Lebanon)

For their efforts in furthering the rule of law and its institutions through education and 
advocacy. Utilizing innovative strategic litigation, informed by rigorous scholarship, these 
organizations have shown exemplary perseverance in promoting greater individual, social 
and environmental justice, in milieus where the foundations of the rule of law are under 
severe challenge.

RULE OF LAW

Video



For his path-breaking contributions to the 
rule of law, and for deepening our under-
standing of the very nature of law, legal 
reasoning, and the relationship between 
law, morality and freedom.

Joseph Raz ( UK)2018

For her enduring contributions to interna-
tional criminal justice and the protection 
of human rights, to promoting peace, 
justice and security at home and abroad, 
and to working within the law to expand 
the frontiers of freedom for all.

Louise Arbour ( Canada)2016

For his many contributions to human rights 
and justice globally through an under-
standing of the rule of law in which the 
dignity of all persons is respected and the 
strengths and values of all communities 
are embraced. He is recognized in particu-
lar for his efforts in the realization of the 
rule of law in a free and democratic South 
Africa, working as an activist, lawyer, 
scholar, and framer of a new Constitution 
to heal the divisions of the past and to 
establish a society that respects diversity 
and is based on democratic values, social 
justice and fundamental human rights.

Albie Sachs ( South Africa)2014
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