












Through the spread of Buddhism, the visual systems of the West and the East 
interacted to create new fusions.

Classical architectural styles of the Mediterranean were brought to West Asia 
through conquest and then integrated with Buddhism. Along the Silk Road, 
both religion and architecture spread to China, manifesting in the form of 
Buddhist cave grottos. 

This new style featured stone structures and the incorporation of statutes 
into architectural settings known as framing. No comparable system existed 
in China before the arrival of Buddhism.

Architectural Styles: From the West 
to the East Through Buddhism

12 Labours of Hercules 
in classical style 
(160-190 AD)

Figures in architectural frames 
in the Yungang grottos 
(Northern Wei dynasty, late 5 
century AD)
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Professor Rawson’s vast visual learning has opened up a new dimension in the 
field of Chinese art and archaeology, deepening our understanding of cultural 
exchange between Chinese and Eurasian civilizations.

Her contributions show that besides the written word, there is a language of 
objects, a visual learning, that is equally important in the field of Sinology. 

The History of Exchange 
Through Mute Objects


