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2024 Sinology Laureate Hsu Cho-yun
Passes Away,

Tang Prize Commemorates His Lifelong
Contributions to Sinology

On the afternoon of August 3, 2025 (Eastern Time), the 2024 Tang Prize Laureate in
Sinology, Professor Hsu Cho-yun, passed away peacefully in Pittsburgh, USA, at the age of 95.
Upon learning the news, Chairman Yin Chung-yao and CEO Dr. Jenn-Chuan Chern of the Tang
Prize Foundation expressed their deep shock and sorrow at the loss of a towering figure in the
field of history, while also profoundly commemorating his lifelong contributions to the field of
Sinology and the promotion of Chinese culture.
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Professor Hsu Cho-yun was born on September 2, 1930. His illustrious academic career was
distinguished by a deep insight into ancient Chinese history, seamlessly integrating an exploration
of cultural and intellectual exchanges between China and the world. His research not only
delved into the core issues of China's long-term history but also, in his comprehensive historical
interpretations, emphasized cultural inclusivity and exchange, seeking to define China's position
on the world stage. With his profound erudition and unwavering public spirit, his writings
embodied the quintessential Sinologist, possessing both a deep historical sensibility and a broad,
worldly vision. The Tang Prize awarded him the Sinology Prize last year (2024), in recognition of
his academic eminence in the field of Chinese history.

A graduate of the National Taiwan University Department of History, where he also taught
for years and served as department director, Professor Hsu profoundly influenced Taiwanese
historiography for over three decades. He was the first Tang Prize laureate with Republic of China
nationality. On July 1 of last year, Dr. Chern traveled to Pittsburgh to “pre-award” the Tang Prize
medal and diploma to Professor Hsu. Professor Hsu specially invited his wife, Sun Man-li, to join
him for the photo and to share in the honor. Subsequently, he entrusted the entire NT$50 million
(including the Tang Prize money and grant) to the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International
Scholarly Exchange to establish the “Hsu-Sun Scholarship” to encourage Sinology research, in
the hope that Chinese culture can contribute to the development of world civilization. Dr. Chern
particularly recalled how, despite his advanced age and physical limitations, Professor Hsu tirelessly
shared his knowledge with future generations.

At the Tang Prize Award Ceremony held in Taipei on September 27, 2024, Professor Hsu
delivered his acceptance speech via a pre-recorded video. He stated that while the other three
Tang Prize categories were established to address the world's contemporary problems, the
founder of the Tang Prize, Dr. Samuel Yin, and the selection committee envisioned the mission
of the Sinology Prize as finding the past, present, and future position of Chinese civilization in
world history and contributing to the world. This mission, he said, was perfectly consistent with
his own life's work: dedicating the first half of his life to studying Chinese history and the second
half to extracting wisdom from Chinese culture to help solve global issues.

The Tang Prize Foundation has produced a series of videos in honor of Professor Hsu,
including a special documentary titled “A Sage of History: Wisdom Across the Ages,” a Laureate
Lecture titled “Finding Your Way in a Disorienting World,” and the Master's Forum at National
Taiwan University titled “Reorienting China: From the Continent to the Oceans” as part of the
inspiring Tang Prize Week events. The Foundation hopes that through these videos, the public can
once again appreciate Professor Hsu's insights and reflect on his extraordinary life.
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A Steadfast Giant — In Memory of Tang
Prize Laureate in Sinology, Hsu Cho-yun

Jenn-Chuan Chern (CEO of the Tang Prize Foundation)

The prize is awarded for his holistic approach to the study of Chinese history, his engagement
with the cultural and intellectual exchanges between China and the world, and his capacity to
broach contemporary questions from the perspective of antiquity. With his erudition and public

spirit, Professor Hsu best exemplifies a Sinologist’s historical sensibility and worldly vision.

This was the citation given by the Tang Prize Selection Committee in 2024 when it awarded the
Tang Prize in Sinology to Academician Hsu, honoring his lifelong contributions and achievements. The
presence of this “steadfast giant” in both scholarship and life’s journey has been deeply moving.

Since the announcement of the award, I had the privilege, beginning in mid-2024, of working
closely with Academician Hsu, his family, and colleagues: from congratulatory messages, preliminary
interviews, and the recording of his short video message, to preparing his acceptance speech and
lectures, filming the forum and documentary, and even handling the administrative arrangements for
his decision to donate the entire NT$50 million prize to the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation. In every
encounter, one could feel his wholehearted dedication and pursuit of excellence.

Despite his advanced age and frail health—confined to bed and able to type slowly with just
one finger—he remained unwavering in his commitment to thinking, writing, and teaching. He
refused to waste time or life itself, seizing every moment to move forward with perseverance and

without setting limits.

Even more remarkably, he brought history to life in the present. As early as the 1990s, during
the Hong Foundation’s “Culture for Business Academy,” he launched a course on “History,
Humanities, and Business Management,” pioneering a new trend of public lectures outside
academia. In 2003, he delivered a series of lectures titled “Historical Insights for Management”
at Peking University’s Guanghua School of Management. This topic later became a core course
at the university, inspiring countless students. With the help of friends, he also embraced new
media platforms, producing and disseminating thousands of videos of his talks. These recordings
transformed complex historical knowledge into accessible and thought-provoking material, inspiring
younger generations. Even in the first half of 2025, he published three new books, a testament to his

extraordinary vitality and enduring positive energy.

12



2024 4R JEAEBHR) BT RS B TEAR R SR AE T Bl 3 TR 2 b 1

Tang Prize CEO Jenn-Chuan Chern presents Tang Prize medal and diploma to Professor Hsu.

Although he was unable to personally come to Taiwan to receive the award, Academician
Hsu still attended to every detail of the Tang Prize arrangements with great care. During my visit
to Pittsburgh, I had the honor of presenting the Tang Prize medal and diploma to him on behalf
of the Foundation. He personally and thoughtfully arranged the reception, and together with his
wife, Manli, his son, Leo, and his close academic friend, Professor Katheryn M. Linduff, we
enjoyed a delightful and engaging conversation that lasted for more than an hour and still felt too
short. With Leo driving, I also toured the city, the university campus, and the Hsu family’s former
residence site, listening to Professor Hsu’s stories—an unforgettable experience.

Academician Hsu repeatedly expressed his admiration for the magnanimous vision of Tang
Prize founder Samuel Yin, and his deep hope that the Tang Prize would continue to advance
dialogue and the progress of human civilization. With extraordinary generosity, he donated
his entire prize money to support young scholars in Sinology, thereby extending the legacy of
academic tradition. He was not only a laureate of the Tang Prize but also became an ambassador

for it, spreading its honor widely and deeply throughout the global Chinese community.

The life of Academician Hsu Cho-yun stands as a model of historical scholarship and a living
embodiment of the humanistic spirit. Through his knowledge, wisdom, and magnanimity, he has
given us the image of a true “steadfast giant.” The Tang Prize commemorates this distinguished
scholar and takes pride in honoring him as a laureate of the Tang Prize in Sinology.
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Obituary for Cho-yun Hsu

Leo Lopung Hsu (Son of Professor Hsu Cho-yun)

A S = &
AR ZHER A ~ EEFHE (TG ~ FIFEIE 086) ~ BT (R7A) » KE X Smiley
Professor Hsu and family: wife Sun Man-li (front left), daughter-in-law Thalia Gray, son Leo Lopung Hsu,
grandson Oliver Gui Ren Hsu, and Smiley the dog.

The Hsu family mourns the passing of Cho-yun Hsu on August 3, 2025, at the age of 95,
peacefully in his home in Pittsburgh. He is cherished by his wife Manli Hsu, his son Leo Hsu,
and Thalia Gray, grandson Oliver Hsu, his sister Wan-tsin Hsu, twin brother Yih-yun Hsu, the
extended Hsu family, and dear friends and colleagues in Pittsburgh and around the world.

Cho-yun Hsu was born in Xiamen, China, in 1930, the seventh of nine siblings, to Hsu
Fengtsao, a naval customs officer and provincial administrator, and Zhang Ying. Through his
whole life he deeply valued his relationship with his parents, with his brothers and sisters, and
with the teachers and students with whom he formed lifelong friendships. Cho-yun was born
with arthrogryposis, a physical disability affecting his hands and feet that made it difficult for
him to walk unaided. As a result, he did not attend school until he was sixteen years old, instead
learning at home, including being tutored by his father. He learned English listening to the BBC

16



and followed political events around the world, listening to his father's analyses and commentary.
From the ages of 16-18 he attended Wuxi's Fu Ren High School, which he enjoyed supporting
even in his old age.

While the Hsu family ancestral home was in Wuxi, the Sino-Japanese War caused the family
to move frequently around China, exposing Cho-yun to the ways of life in villages and rural

agrarian areas and different cities, and to the horrors of war.

The family relocated in 1948 to Taiwan where Cho-yun attended National Taiwan University
in the 1950s and was recognized by mentors for his potential. He traveled on a freighter on a
months-long journey to attend graduate school at the University of Chicago. In Hyde Park he
lived at the Chicago Theological Seminary, a formative, intellectually exciting experience. While
at Chicago he underwent a series of major surgeries to correct his malformed limbs, requiring
a six-month hospital stay. He received his PhD in Humanities in 1962 and his dissertation was
published as Ancient China in Transition, the first of many scholarly books. He returned to
Taiwan to teach at National Taiwan University, traveling to the US around projects promoting
US-China cooperation through the 1960s.

In 1966 he reconnected with Man-li Sun, who he first met in 1963. In February 1969 they
were married in Taipei, a marriage that would last 56 years until his death. In November 1969
their son Leo Lopung Hsu was born in Taipei. In 1970 Cho-yun accepted the role of visiting
professor of History and Sociology at the University of Pittsburgh and the young family moved
to North Craig Street in Oakland. His one-year stay was extended and he became a full professor
at Pitt, where he taught for nearly thirty years, enjoying the company of colleagues across
many associated fields in the humanities and social sciences while staying closely connected to
diasporic Chinese scholars in the US and elsewhere, and to the Chinese academic community in

Taiwan.

In Pittsburgh the family lived in Squirrel Hill and Point Breeze and enjoyed the community
of Chinese-Americans in Pittsburgh, with whom they gathered at Sunday Chinese School held
at the Cathedral of Learning. At the annual Folk Festival at the old David Lawrence Convention
Center, Cho-yun would write guests' names in Chinese on bookmarks. Post-retirement, a group of
Chinese-American friends would gather frequently at one another's homes or at Panera.

17
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Along with teaching at Pitt, he was elected to the council of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan,
and was a visiting professor at Duke University, the University of Hawaii, Nanjing University,
Chinese University Hong Kong, and many other places. He was a founding director of the CCK
Foundation, where he was proud to help build international networks of China scholars. In the
early 2000s he began to lecture in China and visit archaeological sites there. In 2024 he was
honored to receive the prestigious Tang Prize for Sinology.

Cho-yun Hsu possessed many talents: an extraordinary memory; an ability to analyze the
smallest details and connect them to the broadest scopes; confidence in what he knew he had
learned, balanced by a limitless curiosity, and the willingness to revisit and rewrite his own
past conclusions. His desire to engage with the idea of China in relation to an ongoing body of
learning was endless, and this quest, which he felt as a personal calling and charge, gave his life
meaning and purpose.

His academic contributions were immense, continuously challenging China scholars to
connect their areas of research with broader global contexts. Influenced by Max Weber, he
described institutions and political life as inextricably entwined with cultural and cosmological
meaning. He was interested both in cultural exchange and the porousness of borders and the
power of cultural identity. Each set of disciplines that he inhabited provided a lens for the next:
from classics and humanities to archaeology and anthropology to history and sociology to

contemporary international relations.

In parallel his output shifted from academic writing to newspaper editorials to popular
books to online videos. Cho-yun had been a regular contributor to editorial pages in Chinese
newspapers published in Taiwan from the 1980s onwards. He valued his role in public life as
someone deeply invested in the legacy and future of China and Taiwan, and who could bring a

rich perspective to contemporary political circumstances.

Through the last twenty years of his life, he published for popular audiences in China and
Taiwan who enthusiastically read his books. He wrote on business management and ethics, on
spiritual life in Chinese culture, on his observations on America over sixty years. & 7L/
(Eternal River) published in English as China: A New Cultural History allowed him to extend his
knowledge about Chinese history to a 21st century Chinese audience eager to engage with China's
past. In a 2010 oral history autobiography, 3¢5 [/ % » K 5 (Family Matters, National
Matters, the World's Matters), he told the story of his own life.

18



Cho-yun Hsu took his role as a scholar seriously, as a duty, and he faced considerable
obstacles in his life including discrimination against his disability as well as the practical
challenges that his condition incurred. It is extraordinary that he thrived into his nineties with an
arc of activity that allowed him to play a part in reshaping the ethos of academia that formed him.

In the last months of his life he was largely paralyzed but could operate his computer and
remained connected to the world. He read the news, wrote to lifelong friends and to strangers
who had reached out after reading his books. He enjoyed Wuxia television series from China. He
was enraged and discouraged by the news. He spoke with his son Leo about his dream that the
family would have a farm, and grow vegetables and raise chickens. Even with his pain, sitting
with his grandson Oliver brought him happiness and pride, and he would ignore his physical
discomfort to share stories about his own father.

He was always grateful for his friends and greeted their phone calls, especially if from
overseas, with joy. He delighted in food that made him remember home. He had a unique bond
with his twin brother, often having seemingly shared experiences even when miles apart. He held
a deep love for Manli with whom he found safety, care, and connection.

When his mother was alive, he loved to make pilgrimages to her home in Yong Kang St. in
Taipei; he believed in the safety that we all afford each other when we share trust and love, and

that this happens nowhere more than among family.

For Cho-yun, his love, gratitude, and sense of responsibility went, more than anywhere else,
to his father and mother and his wife. He felt a great duty to give back, for what he had received,
this included his academic contributions, providing for his family, and the sense of ceaseless
work that was a burden and also a great privilege, to be able to expand and connect stories about
China in relation to his own experience. His long life no doubt owed to his own desire to be
productive in his studies, thought, and writings, but also to the strength that he received from his
family, which he reflected out to the world in his contributions, and his entreatments to study
history and to live a life of reflection.
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Professor Hsu Cho-yun Joyfully Receives Tang Prize Honors

RO © B AR E

Research Grant Project: Hsu-Sun Scholarship
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A Colossus of History Across the Ages

The 2024 Tang Prize in Sinology is awarded to University Professor Emeritus Hsu Cho-yun
of the University of Pittsburgh, USA, and an academician of Academia Sinica, for his exceptional
contributions to the field of Sinology.

Professor Hsu's illustrious academic career has been distinguished by his holistic approach
to the study of ancient Chinese history, seamlessly integrating an exploration of cultural and
intellectual exchanges between China and the world. His work masterfully bridges the past and
present, addressing contemporary questions through the lens of antiquity. With his profound
erudition and unwavering public spirit, Professor Hsu embodies the quintessential Sinologist,
possessing both a deep historical sensibility and a broad, worldly vision.

Professor Hsu integrated methodologies drawn from social sciences into historical research
early in his career. His work reflects historical insights that take one to look into the bygone ages
and the present and future, embodying a blend of antiquity and modernity. He has proven that
Sinology is not limited to the institutional dialogues of the past, but can transcend the ivory tower
of academia to engage in dialogues with various fields of humanities and social sciences, making
a fundamental impact on Sinology.

Professor Hsu specializes in particular topics of the Zhou, Qin, and Han periods, achieving
unique insights that contribute to a comprehensive interpretation of the history of early China.
Notable examples include his exploration of the Huaxia consciousness among kinship groups
in his monograph Western Chou Civilization, the central/local and political/social bureaucratic
system in Qiugu Bian [Discovering Antiquity], and the intensive rural/commercial market
economy in Han Agriculture. These discourses form what he calls “the three matrixes of Chinese

culture.”

Focusing on the dynastic history of the Western Zhou, Professor Hsu’s Western Chou
Civilization inaugurates a new direction in the study of ancient Chinese history. The book’s
unique insight lies in its inquisition of the formation of the Huaxia state within “China” at the
time and the continued expansion of its cultural sphere. The book has been continually updated
along with new archaeological discoveries; it is only one example of Professor Hsu’s rigor in
scholarly contemporaneity.

Qiugu Bian [Discovering Antiquity], a collection of Professor Hsu's early and mid-career
essays, deals primarily with political, social, economic, and cultural issues of the Zhou, Qin, and
Han periods. Han Agriculture offers an in-depth analysis of farming operations and explores the
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shift from commercial trade to an agricultural economy during the Han Dynasties. It also answers
the key question of why China “established its state through agriculture” and provides insights
into core themes of Chinese history.

Professor Hsu has also made a breakthrough in historical theory. The “network theory” is
his unique view of the pulse of Chinese history. He believes that the economic system, social
contacts, political rule, and ideological aspects are inseparable from the transportation network,
akin to the structure of a tree from the trunk to the branches. These interconnected branches
form a complex of Chinese history that Professor Hsu calls his “network theory.” This theory
avoids examining trivial issues and instead provides a practical framework for interpreting larger
historical contexts.

In his later years, Professor Hsu published a series of comprehensive historical works that
integrate China into world civilizations and emphasize the unique aspects of Chinese historical
and cultural development. China: A New Cultural History points out that Chinese culture, in
the process of expansion, has also been influenced by foreign cultures. Shihai Xunhang: Lishi
Wenxue Zhouji [Voyage on the Sea of History: Weekly Studies in Historical Inquiry] examines
Chinese history from the perspective of world history, emphasizing the comparison between
Chinese and Western history. His magnum opus, Huaxia Lunshu [Discourse on the Huaxia],
highlighted the inclusiveness and uniqueness of Chinese historical development and his concerns
about the trajectory of modern China.

Beyond his academic research, Professor Hsu spearheaded the transformation of the history
education curriculum at National Taiwan University's Department of History in the 1960s. This
pivotal shift nurtured a new generation of scholars and ushered in the study of China's social
history, leaving a lasting mark on Taiwan's historiography. Since the 1990s, Professor Hsu's
historical perspectives have been widely disseminated, solidifying his significant role in shaping
historical discourse.

Professor Hsu has transformed historical research into a resource for humanistic education,
publishing numerous works on general themes ranging from epochal transitions to leadership,
organizational systems, the rise and fall of great powers, knowledge and democracy, social
trends and scholarship, and more. His efforts have proven the usefulness of historical knowledge;
indeed, he is a model figure demonstrating both Western academic rigor and traditional Chinese
intellectual engagement.

Professor Hsu's remarkable academic achievements and contributions have been deservedly
recognized with the 2024 Tang Prize in Sinology. His work has profoundly enriched the Sinology
field and created a lasting legacy of invaluable academic assets for future generations. Professor
Hsu's scholarship and exemplary character will undoubtedly continue to inspire both scholars and
the general public for years to come.
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Professor Hsu Cho-yun Joyfully Receives
Tang Prize Honors

Professor Hsu Cho-yun, recipient of the 2024 Tang Prize in Sinology, was unable to travel
to Taiwan to receive his award in person due to health reasons. To honor Professor Hsu and
celebrate his achievement, the Tang Prize Foundation made a special arrangement. On July
Ist, 2024, CEO Dr. Jenn-Chuan Chern personally visited Professor Hsu in Pittsburgh, USA, to
present him with the Tang Prize medal and diploma ahead of the official award ceremony, which
took place in Taipei on September 27th of the same year.

Dr. Chern had a pleasant conversation with Professor Hsu, who was in excellent spirits.
Professor Hsu invited his wife, Sun Man-li, to join him for photos and to share in the significance
of the occasion. Professor Hsu and his wife expressed their intention to donate the entire NT$50
million (including the Tang Prize money and grant) to the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange and requested assistance with the administrative process.

This generous act was successfully completed with the cooperation of the Tang Prize
Foundation and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation. On September 29th, 2024, the Chiang Ching-
kuo Foundation formally announced the establishment of the Hsu-Sun Scholarship, realizing
Professor Hsu's benevolent vision.

M Gmail

Eﬁ—iﬁﬁi&?jﬁgﬁl

Cho-yun Hsu “msmniipm coms
IR{FE: Jesse “masachuniigmad coms

Dear Jesse:

First,my thanks to have a delightful conversation with you

this morning. It is an honor to learn that | am chosen to be the
recipient of the Tang Prize in Sinology. Herewith is my answer:
| DELIGHTFULLY ACCEPT THIS GREAT HONOR OF BEING
A TANG SCHOLAR.

Please forward my gratitude to Mr.Ying as well as the Board.
For other details of the information you asked,| will provide in
my next correspondence.

My best wishes, Choyun Hsu

20240507 {Ef= 5 #l 16 73 aFhi L ARAE
Email from Professor Hsu on May 7, 2024 at 5:16 am
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Tang Prize CEO Jenn-Chuan Chern presents Tang Prize medal and diploma in Pittsburgh ahead of official ceremony.
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Tang Prize CEO Jenn-Chuan Chern presents Tang Prize medal and diploma in Pittsburgh ahead of official ceremony.
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Research Grant Project:
Hsu-Sun Scholarship

To express his gratitude for the support and assistance he received from various scholarships
during his academic journey, Academician Hsu Cho-yun decided to donate the prize money he
received as the 2024 Tang Prize winner in Sinology to the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation. With
the establishment of the Hsu-Sun Scholarship, he hopes to encourage outstanding young students

to engage in Sinology research.

This generous donation aims to support doctoral students in humanities with a focus on
Sinology who have obtained Ph.D. candidacy. It enables them to conduct visiting research at
academic institutions other than their home universities, broadening their perspectives and laying

a solid foundation for future work.

1. Fields of Sponsorship
Doctoral dissertations in the humanities with a focus on Sinology.

2. Eligibility
Doctoral students enrolled in universities in North America or Europe who have obtained Ph.D.
candidacy. Applicants must conduct their visiting research at academic institutions in American
Region or European Region.

3. Award Amount
1 ~ 2 recipients per year, each receiving US$35,000 ~ US$50,000.

4. Duration of Award
6 to 12 months.

5. Application Period

Applications are accepted from July 1st to August 31st each year, and the results are announced
by the end of December. The project must be started within six months following the
announcement of the final results.

Hsu-Sun Scholarship Guidelines

37



RGeS V)7

Selected Videos



FHE SR R ——HERGL 5 S B I S B )
Documentary—A Sage of History: Wisdom Across the Ages

RSN G —— TR R TE R S g

Laureate's Lecture—Finding Your Way in a Disorienting World

Kbl —REMEREE © TEKRESIITE

Master's Forum—Reorienting China: From the Continent to the Oceans



%ﬁ%%ﬂ%H}

SR —
B 2 VL R 4 3

Y mESTEEUHRBEY

Hsu Cho-yun

FHEE 1930 HAERER

7 T iR 2 NGB 2024 F RESERAG EAHE B L EEMIRER > BREAE RS

JEACHAE DL ERYSEHRIN ] > B SE TR OB R SR B PR AT 14 - PSR AR S A 5 B
Es/{%! BUET —3C 45 D BEHEY R — TS 5 5 AR B4R o 7 ihaldiarhit
4IRFTEBREL AP RE SRR I » BERE RATENMEM MRS E > AlZBB R RN E
AE o BRE E AR OSCHIM EAER] > s E R ESUE TRAG—) BIANAB > 3R HE At
GRERREEIE RN > st > 2 ThESUE =Rt FEE A > ol E 8
o5 AN R R

RANHEREMAER P 0 =W A EE IR E N ) MR T EAERERE 2 XL

AR BB B RS R A B PR B S A G oL [RF—HRIE2 ) BBt
Ft o WIS AR EESE A TSR3 R A T E RS R D ©

”‘Hﬁ*ﬁ%w)% ﬁﬁEFHJi #1@’*‘%%_%}% ’F’“ SRl

40



Documentary—
A Sage of History: Wisdom Across the Ages

To help more people get to know Professor Hsu Cho-yun, the 2024 Tang Prize Laureate
in Sinology, and his scholarly contributions, the Tang Prize Foundation spent over six months
preparing for a documentary. A professional film crew traveled to the United States, conducting
on-site interviews and collecting rare historical photos and footage. The result is a 45-minute
video titled 4 Sage of History: Wisdom Across the Ages, which offers an intimate look at the life

and work of this renowned Sinologist.

The film tells how Professor Hsu, as a child, was displaced with his parents during
wartime. Although he was born with a physical disability that limited his mobility and kept
him from attending school, he learned about the interaction between nature and human society
by observing rural life. Through these experiences, he came to understand the Chinese ideal of
“harmony between heaven and humanity,” developed a distinctive approach to historical analysis
using social science methods, compared Chinese and Western cultures, and put forward important
ideas such as the “three matrixes of Chinese culture,” establishing himself as a historian of

extraordinary scholarship whose work bridges past and present, East and West.

In an interview, Sun Man-li, wife of Professor Hsu, shares the couple’s love story spanning
more than half a century, while their only son recounts his deep admiration for his father. He
also explains that his father decided to donate the entire Tang Prize award money to the Chiang
Ching-kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange in order to establish the Hsu-Sun
Scholarship, aimed at supporting Sinology research and promoting the contribution of Chinese

culture to the development of global civilization.

Hsu Cho-yun Documentary (English Version)
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Video of Laureate's Lecture
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Professor David Der-wei Wang moderating the Tang Prize Laureate's Lecture of Professor Hsu Cho-yun.

Tang Prize Laureate's Lecture—
Finding Your Way in a Disorienting World

The 2024 Tang Prize Laureate Lectures were held on September 28th at the National
Central Library. The closing lecture, “Finding Your Way in a Disorienting World,” was delivered
by Professor Hsu Cho-yun, the Tang Prize Laureate in Sinology. Drawing on his profound
understanding of history, he explored the historical context of cultural differences between the
East and West. Focusing on the contrasting relationships between humans and the universe, as
well as between individuals, he pointed out the root causes of many modern world problems.
In the face of global imbalances and conflicts, Professor Hsu reminded us to embrace a cosmic
perspective, emphasizing the core spirit of “harmony between humans and nature” in Chinese
culture, as well as the concept of “self-cultivation for the betterment of society.” He encouraged
us, in today's disorienting world filled with confusion and unease, to find inner peace and extend
that peace to others. Furthermore, he urged us to promote the values of Chinese culture to benefit
the world. Through this cultural reflection, Professor Hsu offered a viable path forward for the

current global predicament, helping us find our way in a disorienting world.

43



%ﬁzém%H}

Kbt — &84 E 2 @ ERPERITE

2024 £F 9 H 30 H B & ~ thORITIE G B B N 2 ORI R TR TR AR
1) SRR RIER 2T AT B & ke N o Gt A S UHE A B
MG i R ER R B AR S LI Sl B AR R B2 G T > th2=
ERBHEE L AR ERE DL THEREEE L (ORI ) N TR T
FFBELL DRETR/K) 380 o Fth PR e s S 8RR e AL E B et ~ Bk
HEfE At « SRS R H IRE B P LB T LS RIS E BRSO > L Bl s~ Fih
B A~ BROE A S S 2 LA AR e 0 A AR S I SR AT AS AR KA o PR E R
FURE SR BN THEE ) o TR ARSI

ENGIETERA

Video of Master's Forum

44



BRI 7 2 TR B R S B R A R R S GRS 25
NTU President Chen Wen-Chang speaks at the Tang Prize Master's Forum in Sinology.

Master’s Forum—Reorienting China:
From the Continent to the Oceans

On September 30th, 2024, the Sinology session of the Tang Prize Master’s Forums was held at
the International Conference Hall of the Institute of Applied Mechanics, National Taiwan University
(NTU). The forum was jointly organized by the Tang Prize Foundation, Academia Sinica, and NTU.

The session was moderated by David Der-wei Wang, Edward C. Henderson Professor of
East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University. He also serves as Chair of the
Tang Prize Selection Committee for Sinology. The highlight of the event was a keynote speech
by Professor Hsu Cho-yun, Tang Prize Laureate in Sinology and distinguished NTU history
alumnus, titled “Reorienting China: From the Continent to the Oceans.”

Professor Hsu began his speech with the story of Yu the Great and flood control, using
geography as a lens to explore historical questions. He was joined by four distinguished scholars
as panelists, including Academicians Cheng-sheng Tu and Cheng-hwa Tsang of Academia
Sinica, Professor Huai-Chen Kan of NTU’s Department of History, and Dr. Ling-Wei Kung of
the Institute of History and Philology at Academia Sinica. Drawing on multiple perspectives—
ancient history, archaeology, social institutions, and Eurasian interactions—The discussants wove
together interdisciplinary insights to examine the evolving concept of “Huaxia” in world history
through rich and thoughtful conversations.
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Message and Gifts from Professor Hsu




HRCESR 4
A Message to the Tang Prize

FHEZE ALY
Gifts to the Tang Prize
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A Message to the Tang Prize:

Seeing the Whole Through the Subtle
Details of History
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Gifts to the Tang Prize

DER AL H DL
English Dictionary Japanese-English Dictionary

IREE &1 REEm
Reading Glasses with Pouch Reading Glasses with Case

PN NS XHA
Big Pocket Watch ~ Small Pocket Watch Paperweights

VIR BIA

Among the personal study tools
Professor Hsu Cho-yun donated to the
Tang Prize are a pair of dragon-and-
phoenix-themed paperweights, English and
Japanese-English dictionaries, two pairs
of reading glasses, and a large and a small
pocket watch. Through these cherished
items, the image of a widely read, endlessly
curious historian—with scholarship that
spans the arch of history, coupled with
active engagement with the contemporary
world—comes vividly to life.

The paperweights, given to the Hsu
couple as a wedding gift, serve as lasting
symbols of Professor Hsu’s lifelong
devotion to scholarship and of an abiding
love that has flourished for over half
a century.
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20258 H4 H Focus Taiwan Historian Hsu Cho-yun dies at 94

20258 5 H Taipei Times Taiwanese-American historian, Tang prize winner Hsu Cho-yun dies
20258 A5 H ICRT Historian Hsu Cho-yun dies at 94

20258 H 5 H China Daily Renowned historian passes away at 95

2025 8 H S H Global Times Renowned historian Cho-yun Hsu passes away at 95: report

2025 £ 8 A University of Pittsburgh Lauded Professor Hsu Cho-yun Passes
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About the Tang Prize in Sinology

The Tang Prize in Sinology recognizes the study of Sinology in its broadest sense, awarding
research on China and its related fields, such as Chinese thought, history, philology, linguistics,
archaeology, philosophy, religion, traditional canons, literature, and art (excluding literary and art
works). Honoring innovations in the field of Sinology, the Prize showcases Chinese culture and

its contributions to the development of human civilization.
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TANG PRIZE

About the Tang Prize

Since the advent of globalization, mankind has been able to enjoy the convenience brought
forth by the advancement of human civilization and science. Yet a multitude of challenges, such
as climate change, the emergence of new infectious diseases, wealth gap, and moral degradation,
have surfaced along the way. Against this backdrop, Dr. Samuel Yin established the Tang Prize
in December 2012. It consists of four award categories, namely Sustainable Development,
Biopharmaceutical Science, Sinology, and Rule of Law. Every other year, four independent and
professional selection committees, comprising many internationally renowned experts, scholars,
and Nobel winners, choose Tang Prize winners from a pool of nominees who have influenced
and made substantive contributions to the world, regardless of ethnicity, nationality or gender.
A cash prize of NT$50 million (approx. US$1.7 million) is allocated to each category, with
NTS$10 million (approx. US$ 0.35 million) of it being a research grant intended to encourage
professionals in every field to examine mankind’s most urgent needs in the 21st century, and
become leading forces in the development of human society through their outstanding research

outcomes and active civic engagement.
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Tang Prize Website (Chinese) Tang Prize Website (English) Tang Prize Facebook
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